LISTEN to the Word of God

This is the first step into a life that is abundant and fulfilling.  

The Word of God is the very Spirit of God continually communicating a message of hope and healing and guidance and peace.  God does this because He loves us deeply!  The Bible is the Word of God.  But God still speaks to us today.  He speaks to us when we are by ourselves.  He speaks through other people.  He speaks through our circumstances.  Yet we often miss His message to us because we haven’t learned to “tune in” to what He is saying to us.

Here are some suggestions:

· Practice becoming more AWARE.  Commit to becoming more observant of life going on around you and inside of you.  Commit to developing an awareness of influences/feelings/beliefs that move you toward decisions.  Listen to the little “voice” inside that moves you.  Also, commit to becoming aware of the “nudges” of the Holy Spirit within you.  
1 Kings 19:11-12  The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.

Ephesians 1:18-19  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
· Commit to knowing TRUTH no matter what the cost. Listening for what’s true frees me to live into all that God wants for me.   Who am I?  What’s my purpose? Who is God?  What’s really going on in any given situation?  We find our answers in a growing relationship with Jesus, who is the living Word of God (see John 1:1)

John 8:31-32  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

John 14:6  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

· Start with the Bible to ground your relationship with Jesus.  The Bible is essential in giving clear direction to our relationship with Jesus and to really hearing the Word of God.  As you grow in Jesus, you will hear his “voice” more clearly.  His truth will oppose some of your attitudes and beliefs, inviting you to change.  The Word of God will challenge the judgments that block true hearing.  His truth will also open you up to a new world of possibilities.  There is the potential to grow into deeper love, greater purpose, profound healing, and a lasting peace.  That will involve change too.  He will call you into radical transformation through the Word He speaks to you.

John 5:39-40  "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.

Jeremiah 23:29  "Is not My word like fire?" declares the LORD, "and like a hammer which shatters a rock?

Proverbs 18:13  3 He who gives an answer before he hears, It is folly and shame to him.

· Learn to LISTEN for God speaking into EVERY circumstance.  God is faithful to never leave you.  His love and truth and Word always flow.  Whether you are feeling sad, happy, angry, rejected, hopeful, hopeless, anxious, or anything in-between, the Word of God is speaking to your heart.   Practice asking the question, “What are you saying (and doing) in this, God?”

Colossians 3:16  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

1 Thessalonians 5:18  give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:9  …..but the word of God is not bound.
Let us know if we can help:
[image: image1.wmf]Lighthouse Christian Church

              Scott Danforth, Pastor

Telephone: (906) 493-5233
                            


  P.O. Box 40


 E-mail:  lccdi@alphacomm.net
        
  Drummond Island, MI 49726
