
Everything, from appliances to national security, seems to break down or wear out.  The hard edges of life are always pummeling our highest expectations and grandest achievements. Fear is on the increase.  We feel out of control, threatened and helpless.  Anxiety is the common cup.  The old moorings are gone.  Morality, civility, respect for life….. all gone.  What can save us from being sucked into the black hole of desperation?

Our answer lies in a simple discovery of a precious gift from God:  HOPE.

God’s gift of hope, when opened, yields the surety of divine promises and the release of overcoming power.  It is a white-hot ember that glows brightly, even in the midst of the ashes.  It is an anchor that holds fast, even in the midst of stormy seas.  Let’s take a look at three dynamics of God’s awesome HOPE as given to us in Romans 5: 1-5:

1. Hope is born by a deep trust in God. (verses 1-2)

· Overflowing hope is God’s desire for us.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  (Romans 15: 13)

· Hope is a choice to seek the Author of Hope.

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29: 11-13)

2. Hope is forged from the fires of suffering. (verses 3-4)

· Troubles can produce an urgent expectancy.

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,

and in his word I put my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord

more than watchmen wait for the morning,

more than watchmen wait for the morning. (Psalm 130: 5-6)








(over)
· Hope breaks through with the surprise of a new strength.

Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed,

for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning;

great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3: 22-23)

3. Hope is a present experience of God’s continuously flowing love. (verse 5)

· Hope is draws its power from the resurrection itself.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…  (1 Peter 1: 3)
· Hope creates an intimacy with God that stabilizes our heart.
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6: 19-20)

ACTION POINTS:

1. If you haven’t yet turned your life over to God’s loving control, do that now with a trusted Christian friend.
2. If you haven’t given God your places of weakness and suffering, allow His Love to flow through the hearts of your small group fellowship into your heart.
3. As you experience the hopefilled love of God flow through you, ask God for opportunities to share with others about God’s gift of HOPE.
(But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…  (1 Peter 3: 15)

Finding a HOPE that Lasts!











