Exercising Great Faith: Abiding in Christ
And Jesus answered saying to them, "Have faith in God.  23 "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.  24 "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.    Mark 11:22-24
Exercising great faith means trusting God to act according to His Word.  When we trust with that kind of intensity and surrender, our “mountains” are moved.   They may be “mountains” of physical illness, emotional brokenness, financial distress, or any other “impossible” challenge facing us.  We are to speak to our “mountains” believing that “we have already received”.  This means that we are to trust that God is working, even when the physical signs may not be visible.  Such trust or faith can only come from an intimate, growing relationship with Jesus.  I am talking about learning each day to abide in Christ.
To abide means to live with or hang closely with or connect intimately with another.  This personal growth process is described in John chp. 14:
· John 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 
Commit to Jesus as your source of life itself.  Look to Him as the One who defines REALITY for you and then gives you the power to walk victoriously through that reality.
· John 14:13  "Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.         






(over)
When you abide in Christ, be confident that His Power will flow through you.  Let’s encourage each other to be confident of Jesus’ faithfulness to act in a good and healing way.
· John 14:16-17   "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth…

Embrace the Spirit of Truth to help you flow with the power of God.   Think of God’s Spirit as a personal life coach who will help you see yourself, others, circumstances, and God clearly.  As your spiritual eyes see what is truly going on, you will be able to exercise your faith more decisively.  
· John 14:23   Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.
Learn to listen carefully for Jesus’ word to you.    Reading and meditating on Jesus’ words/actions in the Bible helps you to be receptive to His speaking to you.  Take time to listen to His words of guidance, of love, of correction, of joy to your heart.  Be careful about listening to “voices” that distract you from hearing Jesus (TV, books, internet, magazines, etc.).
· John 14:27  "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
Abiding in Jesus brings deep inner peace.  Learn to focus on your relationship with Jesus with an intensity that melts away distractions.  Don’t settle for anything less that the gift from Jesus’ hand.  Watch for fear-based motivations.  Replace them with faith-based motivations and actions.  That releases His power!
