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The Power of Community
     The ultimate goal for every follower of Jesus is to be transformed more and more into His Likeness (2 Corinthians 3: 17-18).  We desire to be like Him in power and truth and joy and in the fullness of love.  Perhaps the most important way we learn about God and His Awesome Love is through our relationships with “significant others” (See 1 John 4: 7-12).  We encounter Jesus in risking to be honest and to be loving with those in our families, in our friendships, in our churches.  But building quality relationships is tough work!  His provision for us lies in the promise of His unique action through His Church as a Community.  God’s Word gives shape and meaning to Christian Community.  According to Scripture, Christian community can be pictured as…


… a gift (Ephesians 2: 4; John 17), a family (Ephesians 2: 17-22), a vine (John 5: 5), a sensitive human body (1 Corinthians 12-14), an interdependent working of unique gifts (Ephesians 4: 11-16), cross-bearers (Matthew 10: 38-29), a setting for truth (John 16: 13, 17: 17; Ephesians 4: 15), a missionary movement (John 17: 18), a group of friends (John 15: 15), a servant staff (John 13: 14), a celebration of joy (Luke 10: 17; John 15: 11), a daily commitment to grow and learn together (Acts 2: 42), the fullness of Christ (Ephesians 1:23).

     If there is anything we can learn from passages like Matthew 25: 40, it is WE ENCOUNTER JESUS’ MIRACULOUS POWER WHEN WE DARE TO LOVE (AND RISK WITH) ONE ANOTHER.

     Sunday morning worship cannot create the kind of community God desires.  This kind of spiritual and emotional bonding can only happen in a smaller, more intimate gathering, where lives are shared in an atmosphere of safety and love. This is a small group gathering that may be two people conversing over coffee or a Bible Study group or a prayer partner or a book study or simply a regular gathering of folks learning to support one another in the love of Christ.  Whether it’s 2 or 20, let’s call this kind of gathering a “small group”.
In a small group, we learn to receive God's blessings, by:

·
finding encouragement and loving accountability for life's challenges,

·
discovering our spiritual gifts,

·
gaining valuable insight for decision-making.

We also practice the joy of sharing God's blessings by:

·
learning to listen and support with Jesus' love,

·
telling others about our faith story,

·
sharing our time, talent, and treasure to build up others and participate in God’s mission (see Luke 4: 18-19).
It takes dedication and courage to commit to meet weekly with a small group of people but the BLESSINGS are innumerable!

HAVE YOU LINKED UP TO A PRAYER PARTNER OR SMALL GROUP?  Check out the small groups on the attached sheet.  Or call the church office @ 493-5233.  Ask God for some guidance.  Then take that step of faith!  You’ll never be the same!
“…I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

- Matthew 25: 40
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