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You are the light of the world…

Let your light so shine before all people that they may see your good works and glorify your Heavenly Father.

--  Jesus (Matthew 5:14, 16)

A lighthouse provides GUIDANCE and SAFETY to those who travel where vision is hampered by darkness.  What a powerful symbol for our Christian role in society today!  We are called to radiate the light of God’s Love to all around us:  family, friends, neighbors, and strangers.  The purpose is to guide people into a vital relationship with the Light Himself, Jesus (John 8: 12). This delights the heart of God!  

How can I guide people into a vital relationship with Jesus?

The key things to remember:  PRAYER, CARE, & SHARE!

PRAYER:  Look at neighbor’s homes that are close to yours.  Look at co-workers around your work area.  Look at people all around you.  Begin to pray specifically and daily for their hearts to hungry for a committed relationship with Christ.  Make a list of a dozen people that you will commit to pray for over the next few months.  Then get some support from prayer partners!  Let’s get small group fellowships lifting up lighthouse efforts in prayer.

CARE:  Find creative ways to develop a relationship with these folks.  
· Introduce yourself to neighbors you’ve not met. 

· Have a “Get to Know Your Neighbor” party!

· When you become aware of a need, try to respond in Christ’s love.

· Who’s hurting?  


(OVER)

· Ask open-ended questions, like “How are you?”, and really take the time to LISTEN.

· Sometimes asking people to contribute to something worthwhile is a way to establish some rapport.

· Give a Thanksgiving Card or other small token of friendliness.

· Leave a note on doors offering to pray for any needs of the house.

SHARE:  Watch for opportunities to share something about your relationship with God and to lead them to resources that would encourage their walk with God too.
· Mention that you’ll pray for some challenge their facing.  It’s a small but powerful witness.

· Invite your friend to accompany you to Sunday morning worship or a church activity.

· Share a book or pamphlet with them.  Set a time to discuss it over coffee. 

· Connect them up with mature Christians who might be helpful to their situation (therapist, financial counselor, mechanic, pastor,…)

· Share your testimony with them.  Share how you have come to make Christ your Lord and Savior.  Tell how your life is different because of that decision.

· Know how to lead someone to make a commitment to Christ. (We have resources to help you – Ask!)

In all things, PRAY for boldness and wisdom!  Let the Holy Spirit lead.  God’s timing is perfect.  But always remember the goal:  To guide people into a vital relationship with God through Jesus.  When you shine with that kind of light, you are acting as GOD’S LIGHTHOUSE!
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